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o, Investigators Learn Many of Great |
Cﬂ]ho%a% -the @&l‘k Play-Writer's Works Were Ine-a.
,wnmanaghakeﬁpearp spired By Beauty, Who Kept Him

in Her Power for Many
Y ears.

Poved?

Who wns “thea dark weoman"
Bhokespoenre loved?

¥ This mystery has puzzled the lit-

arnry sleuths end SBhakespenrean
Muthorities only n little less than the
Mdentity of Shakespeare himeelfl
For there has long been the sus-
miclon that Shakespeare's life was
gcarred by a passion more ferce
and Inestingulshable thun that told
in the story of any of his plays,

And now conmes forward the rival

Pin wit and penetration of Gernard
Bhaw, Frank Harrle, to announceo
that In the plays themselves he
finds conclusive evidence of Shake-
speare's traglc love story. 1t Is not
a tale of n young man's fancy light-
Iy turning to a girl that has caught
hls fancy. Shakespenre fell into the
tolls of a woman of the court who,
for twelve long years dragged the
heart out of him, favorcd him now,
but agaln lgnored him, and roused
him to such jJealousy as flamed
forth in his “Othello” by glving her-
self to other lovers In the face of
her avownls of love for him alone.
Truly it ia a story that glves much
eolor to the few facls about Shuke-
spearc’'s life thal can be proved his-
torically

Durlng this present theatrieal
sepson when more of our stara aras
to be s=een in Shakespeare's plays
than ever before, thls traglc love
atory has stlll more vivid Interest,
for In many of the herolnes of his
plays Shakespears has pletured the
woman who roused him to such
gcatacy and plunged him to such
flepthe of despalr, even to the point
that he quitted the court when In
he very prime of his life at 47 or
48 yvears of age and retired’to Strat-
lord, the town of his birth. In those
relve years of hls violent passion

akespeare pictured his love agaln

d agnin In his work =0 that as
ir. Harrls now ldentifles her she

nds forth as boldly as any lady
In history.

Who was the woman that could

Ist the world's greatest immortal

ound her fingera?

First it should be known that
he was not n woman, only a girl
In her teens. when EShakespearo

t meot and loved her. Mary Fit-
oy was her name, and she was &
Jaughter of the nobllity and waa
» endowed with beauty and
tharm at 16 years of age she be-
fame a mald of honor to Queen

jzabath. There amid the galety
¢ that nonn too stralght laced
purt she fell under Shakespeara’s
bservation, and even that Arst
flimpse of her mads such an im-

eeslon that it s recorded in the
playve

Taking a hint from a speculation

the Rev. W, A. Harrlson |t was
Mr, Tyler whe first clalmed that

ry Fitton and "the dark Indy,"”
hom the Eonnets prove Wwas
hakespeare's mistress, are ldentl-
bal. And now Mr. Harris, scourine
he plays with this 1dea for hia

chstone I1a able to throw such A

t on Shakespeares’ 1ife and lova
the world never expected to see.
| Before selting dawn the few bold

Ind none too lovely facts that are
imown about the “mald of honor.”
Fho was no mald and apparently
knew little or nothing of the
peaning of honor. it should be

orno In the mind that she lived

an age whon men toyed with
fe en thoy toyed with death nnd
omen were nfton mere counters in
fhe game. That Mary Fitton could
lay the game and held a winning
jand Is written down for all eter-
ity In the great tragedies her lover
piit around her.

GIML T™N HER
NS ENTERS LIFE.

Thelr story bagins In 1506 whan

hs came to Queon Flizabeth's

surt o girl of 17. Shakespears

X then 21 vears old. From the

arv of “Romeo and Jullet.” which

skespeare wrote at this time, it
fould seem that he fell in love at
sight, though Mr. Harrls does

not ldentify Mary Fltton directly
with Jullet, but with Rosalinde, tn
whum Romeo Is Inditlng his love
poems  untll Jullet takes him by
etorm. It ia seldom thut Shnkes-
poare glves a phorographic picture
of a chrracter. but this Rosalinda
who never comes an Llie scene, In
descritied minutely She tor-
ments” NMomeo; she In “hard-hearn-
ed;" n “white wench with blara
eyves!"™ she Is mentioned twice In
four lines ns now “‘pale,’” now
“white. Plalply her complesion
had no red In it save "her scas
Hp" and was In startling contrase
to her black eyes and halr. “Mani-
festly this pleture 1= token fram
Hre,” as Harrls declares, “snd 1L s
Just as manifestly the ‘dark lad
of the zonnets."

This, then, 12 the girl who
changed Shakespeare's life ut
ghe was a glrl of noble bBirth., Al-
though ShaKkespeare had undoubt-
edly been recognized st that time
as o man of extraordinary talent
he wae atlll a playwritéer and an ac-
tor In the evea of the world and in-
deed could never be anything else
s0 long as he lived

And yet Shakespeare had won
friends of great Influence and high
position at court. To one young
lord he was partienlarly attached,
Tord Willam Herhert. And when
he wighed to win the attentlon of
Mary Fitton It was Lord Herbert
whom he asked to Intercede for
him with the lady. But ance Lord
Herbert found himself within the
range of the battery of those dark
eyes and feit the lure of her scar-
let smile, he remembered only that
he was a man and forgot the clalms
of Shakepsenre

In Herbert's defence the plen an
old as Adam may be urged: “the
woman tempted him. Thia s
plain from the wsonnets, for the
story Is relterated of how he sent
his friend to the Iady to plead his
cause, but she wooed the friend and
gave herzelf to him. “The more
fool Shakesgpeare' we would say
today; but It must be remembered
that his position at ecourt did not
warrant him In paying addresses to
the Queen's maid of honor. There-
fore to have a leading young nohle-
man of the realm speak In his be-
half was argument cnough for his
course,

Judged by the strictest modern
standards both Shakespears nnd his
falr but false lady love wore much
to blame, Ho had a wife and threo
children back In Stratford

It “Venus and Adonls’ Shake-
spenre's fArst poetical effort to ba
published, throws any llght on the
subject of this early love, his was
also a case of “the woman tempted
me" At sny rate, he was only 18
and hi= wife was nearly elght years
older. Also she was raported 10
possess a shrewlsh tongue. No won=
der the young man felt he was
hustled Ints his marriage, and pos-
sihly unfairly, for his bllterness
agninst Anne Hathway grew with
the years. When 22 ho left Stratl-
ford for London and returned ten
vears later when his little son Ham-
net dled and was burled In the vil-
lage churchyard. Even at the time
of his death he was relentlesa to-
ward his wife and cut her off In
hiz will with the Ironlc bequest of
“his second-best bed.,” though by
the standards of the times he was
a falrly well-to-do man and left
ench of his daughters good dowries
WAS WOMAN WHO
COULD BEWITOH MEN.

Bo It 13 plain both Shakespenre
and Mary Fitton confronted each
other in thelr love duel without any.
consclentiovs ecruples to handicap
them. In this combat It was Inevit-
able that his higher nature Was
vound to make him suffer defeal]
but that she should have held him
in leash for a dozen years, flaunted
him at times, then begged forgive-
ness and slways won him back, all
goes to prove that she was a Airl
and woman of such witchery and
force of personality worthy to be

jmmortalized in the world's greal-,

est tragedles,
There is evidence encugh In the

1SS DOROTHY GREEN
of the Shakespeare-
upon - Avon - Players, as
Mary Fritton, Shakespeare’s
sweetheart.  Upper left:
Anne Hathaway's cotlage.
Upper right: Shakespeare
Memorial Theater at Strat-
ford-upon-Avon, Below:
Anne Hathaway's cotlage,
showing  settee  where
Shakespeare did his court-
ing.

—_—
plays that he wrote from 1596 1p
1608 =mnd even afterward that
Bhakesprare was struggling all that

time with his (nfatvation

rShakespeare has palnted his love
for us In these plays." says Harrls,

vas a ol extra~vdinary wom:an;

in person she Is tull, with pallid
ck eyves  and

complexion and bl
black brows, 'n gyPsy.” he calls her

in nature Imperious, lawless, witty,
passionate—a  ‘wanton', moreover,
a person of birth and position. That
a girl of the time has been discov-
ered who united all these quolities
{n herself would bring conviction to
almost any mind; bul helief passes
into certitude when we reflect that
thix portralt of hiy mistress Is given
with greatest partieulnrity In the
plays, whero In fact It ls out of
place and a fault In art. When
ptudying the plnys we find this gyp-
By «wanton agaln and agaln, she
made the decpost impresslon on
Bhakespeare; was, Indeud, the ane
jovo of hia Mfe. It was her folsa-
ness thot brought him to self-
knowledge and knowledge of life,
and turned him from a llzht-heart-
ed writer of comediva and histories
Into the author of the greatest trag-
adlien that have ever been conecelvedd,
Shakegpeare owes Lhe greuter part

of his renown to Mary Fitton."”

In “Romeo and Jullet” he began

to pay court to her through the
character of Rosaline, if wo read
the lines with Mr. Harris' interpre-
tation, such as Mercutle's speech.

“1 ¢onjure thee, by TRosallne's
bright eyex
By her high forehead and her scar-
let Hp—"

put in the next play comos Nowi-
line again described so minutely
that she = ldentical with the Hosa-
jine mentioned, but naever seon in
“Romueo nnd Jullet,” Thia ls “Love's
Labor's Lost" and by 1ihils timo
Shakespears has learned that his
jove 1a no angel, unless shie bo an
nanikel of anothor world than heav-
en

Now the bluck oyes that have
stabbed hlm through are become
spiteh-ballg™ and hig hero says:
“{ am tolling In pitch—npltch that
deflles!" It wos Mary Fitton's
black eyes that held him then Iere
are the llnes that show tho tor-
ment he I8 in—lines, It should be
noted, that are atl cross-purposcs
with the etory of U.e play and ara
bound to confuso the spectator.
Why did he write them? RBecause
Mary Fitton would bu present at-
tending Queen Ellzaboth at the Nrst
performance of the play ot court,
and she would know for whom they

were (ntended. Here Ttosaline is:

Ang hay

With twe pitech-halls stuck In her
face for eyes]

. and by heaven, one that will do
Though Argus were her enuch and
And 1 to sigh for her' to watch for that Shakespeare w;
. a performanco of his §
To pray for her the sonnets he dwells upon ner
TELLS OF HER IN

AND CLEOPATRAS

the climax of Shakesprare's drams-

est and fullest portrait of hia love,
he had studied cvery

soe and know
wiles, her passion, her guick tem-
chameleon-Hike
her subtle charms of person and of

word, and yot we huve not reached perhe

infinlt=
BARD OF AVON

SERTE TRIEND.
most astonlshing DESERTED FOR FRIE

Snobarbus givesn the sou] of her:

Ant She ls cunning past man‘s
thought

Eno. Alack. sir, no; her pasgslons
wro made of nothing but the finost
part of pure jove * & @
Ant Would 1 had never scen
her!

Ena 0, slr, you had then left
unseen a wonderful plece of work;
which not to have been blest withal
would have discredited your travel

Here Shakespoare gives his true
opinlon of Mary Fitton. then comes
the miraculous expression:

Age cannot wither her, nop cus-

totn stale

Her infinlte varlety, Other women
The appetites they feed; but she

mnkes hu
Where most she aatlsfies”

Cleoputra Is cunning, wliy.
passionately unresiral
1 and s5o 13 the herd

ikespeara’'s soniots

Ing and mad vanity of his mistreas
were dJefects in his cyes as in ours;
these were the “things I which
nevertheless beenme  her What
Shokespuare loved In her wos what
he him=elf licked or posscssed lo

lesser degree—the Jdemonlag pows-
er of personality. He suys of

vieopatri:

“1 saw ler onee

Hop forty paces through the pub-

lic street,
lost her hbreath, sha
spoke and panted,

That she did make defect perfecs

tlon,

And, breathlesa, power breathe

forth.”

Ono wonld be willing

atrenzih. she was bold, too to

unreadon, and of unbridled tonsum
for, “twice forsworn hersslf” she
hnd yet urged his amise’ though
gullty of the same fault. What he
admired most in her wns force of
character. Perhaps her confident
strength had abandonmenls more
fattering and complets than those
of weaker women; perhapa in those
moments her forceful duark face
tonlk on n soulful beauty thiat on-
tranced  his  exquisite nonaibility;

,s—but Lhe suppositions are

It Is plain that Mistress Fitton drow

Moank cariridges and
chitnecs to tugh himeslf to death,"—
Washington Star.

awny from Shakeapeare after she
had given herseif to his friend, and
this fact throws some doubt upon
his accusations of utler Wwantonness,
1t must be reckoned to the credit of
of Mary Fitton, or to her pride, that
she appears to have been falthful to
her lover for the time heing, and
able to resist even the Bolleitings of
Shakcespeare But her desirea seem
to have been her sole restraint, and
therefore we must ndd an exiraor-
dinary looreness to that strengti,
pride and passionnte temper which
Shakespenre ngain and  again at-
tributes to her. Her boldnexs is 50
reckiesa that she shows her love for
Mis friend even before Shakespearas

"tace, she knows no pity In her pas-

«ton, and always defends herself by
attacking her accuser. But she In
cunning in love's ways and dulie
Shakespenre's rescptment with T

don't hnate o Unw firs

haps o Je Her emjilrs over him
angd reza tho sweetnesa of hils
hote I} ¥ e, ghe biinded him
ta her o I occaxionnl Aarnssas,
ture, with the noul of &
sirun L1 tangue aof a Nahwite
and the “prond heart” of a queen,
was the crown and flower of woman-
hood to Shakespeare, his counter-
parct and 1deal Hamle: In love with
Cleopairn, the poet lost In desire of
the v ton—that Is the tragedy of
Shakespeare's life

And vyt Mary Fliton 4id not be-
Shukespenrs ‘the very heart
he o - hut to the In-
the Temple of
absolute ahban=
which made
y poel. I 1L
mad love for
have
X beth™
Anthony tra"

e swwould &2l ha
tha
have
ho

vould mot have Loet

A Bird Protector.
Henfamin L. Dolapéy ownn a for-
«f wund bird preserve within the
ita of Hristol, Tenn, which I8
to ‘cogtain  more songbirds
other space of woodland

ST ¢ on the American

There ara 160 acres In

thoe reservation ' caring for the

featheted sSongsior and studying

them I Mre. Dulanegy Ho
1 have eonie o o SO

salyd Mr. Dulanes h the disap=

pearance Of dertain <« our trees,

nolably the ¢}

i 10 prosc

bird, the wooldporkar

thers pre fow woodp
tho northern part of the country
and that the chestnut tree In almost
extinet Owing to this dearth of
th enemies, the borers, an which
wondpeckers prey,. and other o=
structive Insects have come In
force i

There are many varietles of the
wondpocker, ©a af which takes
enre of a particular form of troe
peet. As for the harm the b Ird dies
1o o troe, that (s nll He siply digs
out for thy¢ famlily nent in
the When vou hear him
taprning the tree at other times hs

has anly loeated o horer. nnd In ga-

ing nftor & and he hns a2 wav af
fihdine. 1t T am sive thay If
wa had protect

woe wonld h e

foromt trnes

aome 1
The hov=s af th =h o
s Prinnd=s of

heen taueght th "
the Yirds Why *In my nen vnrd T
have spep AR MODY 18 thirty opP
thirty-Nve nesis” pt one time

The emly Way
~I& there any wny to lat these ety

hunters kil a deer without hurting
saeh other?" mxked one gulde

“Nol us T know of,” answered the

other, “unless you turh "em loose with

+ the deer a

e e ——— [E——— e ———t——— Y




